STAND

It's 2026 and Old Growth Forests Are
Still Being Logged in British Columbia
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Residents of B.C. have long supported protecting old growth forests from industrial logging.
We saw a surge in this public support for protection in 2020 when the B.C. government released
the Old Growth Strategic Review report, and residents, as well as concerned people
internationally, realized just how little of these irreplaceable forests were left.

The Fairy Creek blockade, erected in August 2020, became the largest act of civil
disobedience in Canada. Then in 2023, the United We Stand for Old Growth Forests Declaration
was released with 227 signatories across environmental, social justice, labour, and community
sectors.

Nearly three years later, the majority of people in B.C. still support old growth protection and
want to see their elected officials take concrete, meaningful action to protect these iconic
ecosystems that they love so deeply.

Key Points

Government Recommendations and Commitments:

e In 2020, the B.C. government received the Old Growth Strategic Review (OGSR) from its
self-appointed panel and committed to implementing all 14 recommendations,
including one of the most urgent: issuing emergency logging bans (deferrals) for 2.6
million hectares of at-risk old growth forests. As of May 2026, the majority of these
forests are still open to logging, and some have already been logged. Since November
2021, Stand.earth’s satellite monitoring tool, Forest Eye has confirmed 44,825 hectares
of old growth have been logged.

e Not all old-growth is the same. The definition of old growth is based on the age of the
trees — 250 years in rainy forests and 140 years in dry forests. Both of these forests are
ecologically important, but the lower elevation rainy forests, where giant cedars, spruce,
and fir trees grow, support more biodiversity and carbon storage than dry forests. Wood
from these big-treed forests is also more profitable for logging companies, so it's
unsurprising that the government’s own Technical Advisory Panel identified them as



https://stand.earth/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/United-We-Stand-Declaration_Final.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/stewardship/old-growth-forests/strategic-review-20200430.pdf
https://thetyee.ca/News/2020/10/15/Where-They-Stand-Old-Growth/
https://stand.earth/forest-eye/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/old-growth-forests-bc-failing-to-save-9.7128469
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most in need of immediate and permanent protection.

BC Timber Sales (BCTS), the government’s own logging agency, is still auctioning off
some of the best of the best old growth forests despite a 2021 commitment from the BC
NDP to “immediately cease advertising and selling BC Timber Sales in the affected
areas.'

First Nation Rights and Conservation Financing:

In February 2026, the Union of BC Indian Chiefs passed a resolution noting that “the

Province has stalled or abandoned the OGSR’s foundational recommendations, including
the requirement to prioritize ecosystem health legally, to develop transition plans, to
revise old-growth targets, and to reform old-growth mapping, classification and
reporting, undermining all stewardship-based efforts led by First Nations.”

The Declaration of Rights for Indigenous Peoples Act (DRIPA) commits to support
economic diversification, including real options to protect critical ecosystems like old
growth forests. The Union of BC Indian Chiefs and many Nation members have called
for this support in the form of meaningful.

Economic Argument and a Transition:

The B.C. government has consistently given significant subsidies to the forestry industry,
and recent years are no exception. The 2025/26 budget allocated $50 million in direct
industry support, along with a stumpage fee deferral program. Further announcements
allocated an additional $36m for employee retention and wood product marketing.

Despite this significant government support, a lack of fibre supply has meant that mills

are continuing to shutter and move to the U.S. South. According to 2023 Stats Canada
data, the industry has lost more than 40,000 jobs since the 1990s.

Industrial logging has been shown to exacerbate climate disasters like floods and fires,
which is costing B.C. billions each year in disaster response.

There are alternative models for forestry based on value-added and regenerative
frameworks that can provide lasting jobs, restore impacted ecosystems and align with
DRIPA. Dr. Suzanne Simard, internationally acclaimed author and UBC Forest
Conservation Sciences ecologist established the Mother Tree Project, which stands at
the forefront of regenerative forestry research. With experience in industrial forestry as

well, she has outlined what healthy forest management can look like in her newest book,


https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/old-growth-forests-bc-failing-to-save-9.7128469
https://thetyee.ca/News/2026/04/22/Forest-Quietly-Removed-BC-Old-Growth-Deferral-List/
https://thetyee.ca/News/2026/04/22/Forest-Quietly-Removed-BC-Old-Growth-Deferral-List/
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021FLNRO0068-002088
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/ubcic/pages/132/attachments/original/1772145677/2026Feb_CC_Resolutions_Combined_Package.pdf?1772145677
https://www.ubcic.bc.ca/fnlc_news_release_bc_s_hot_potato_handling_of_old_growth_stonewalls_indigenous_decision_making_and_lacks_fulsome_supports_for_first_nations
https://www.bcbudget.gov.bc.ca/2026/pdf/2026_Budget_and_Fiscal_Plan.pdf
https://www.bcbudget.gov.bc.ca/2026/pdf/2026_Budget_and_Fiscal_Plan.pdf
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/forestry-support-grant-tariffs-9.7183729
https://vancouver.citynews.ca/2026/05/11/forests-minister-shares-16m-plan-to-boost-bc-wood-industry/
https://thetyee.ca/News/2025/05/13/Not-Just-Trump-Tariff-War-Hurting-BC-Forest-Sector/
https://thetyee.ca/News/2025/05/13/Not-Just-Trump-Tariff-War-Hurting-BC-Forest-Sector/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/mill-closures-threaten-small-towns-bc-1.6741058
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/mill-closures-threaten-small-towns-bc-1.6741058
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/wp-content/uploads/attachments/ccpa-bc_Climate-Reckoning_SUMMARY_web.pdf
https://rabble.ca/environment/regenerative-practices-breathe-new-life-into-forests/
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When the Forest Breathes, backed by a series of research. She also underscores the
importance of centering Indigenous ecological knowledge.

Fire Prevention Misinformation and Counter-Information:

Healthy intact forests are one of our best defenses against out-of-control wildfires. Old
rowth forests are far more resilient to fires than the timber plantations and clearcuts that
have replaced them. Younger trees are extremely flammable due to dense spacing, thin
bark, and low-hanging branches. They are also more susceptible to insect outbreaks,
leading to dead standing trees that are susceptible to fire. Industrial logging, which has

left the province incredibly fragmented, is one of the key factors that have worsened
forest fires.

Indigenous communities have, in many ways, been leading wildland fire mitigation and
prevention in Canada since time immemorial, relying on local Indigenous knowledge
systems like cultural burning, which is often defined as the controlled application of fire
on the landscape to achieve specific cultural objectives. This fire stewardship also
restores and regenerates the land, which is desperately needed.

In March 2026, the Minister of Forests, Ravi Parmar, announced changes to streamline
the issuance of logging approvals through BC Timber Sales (BCTS) for “fibre-generating
activities, which include commercial thinning, wildfire risk reduction, and salvage of
damaged trees”. I'm concerned that this will be used to continue logging old growth that
is not a part of true mitigation practices.

In addition to fire prevention, old growth forests are the best carbon sinks we have
available on the planet; however, when they are logged, massive amounts of carbon are
emitted into the atmosphere. So they are both one of our best defenses and biggest
vulnerabilities when it comes to the impacts of the climate crisis.

Key examples of imminent, egregious old growth
logging:

Tsitika, Northern Vancouver Island

An old growth forest, cutblock TA1375, near Tsitika Mountain, was sold for logging by BC
Timber Sales (BCTS) in March 2026 after months of First Nation leaders, scientists,
environmental groups, and grassroots organizers demanding that this area be protected
for its cultural and ecological importance.


https://suzannesimard.com/research/
https://psyche.co/portraits/suzanne-simard-says-indigenous-knowledge-must-save-the-earth
https://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/bc-old-growth-forest-critical-wildfire-resiliency
https://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/bc-old-growth-forest-critical-wildfire-resiliency
https://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/bc-old-growth-forest-critical-wildfire-resiliency
https://sierraclub.bc.ca/stories-events/reports-and-publications/intact-forests-safe-communities/
https://sierraclub.bc.ca/stories-events/reports-and-publications/intact-forests-safe-communities/
https://prescribedfire.ca/
https://prescribedfire.ca/
https://www.ilinationhood.ca/fire-stewardship
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2026FOR0009-000335
https://thetyee.ca/News/2026/04/22/Forest-Quietly-Removed-BC-Old-Growth-Deferral-List/
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This forest is home to the marbled murrelet, which is listed as a threatened species and
protected under the International Migratory Birds Act. They are actively nesting and
breeding in this forest. Specklebelly lichen, listed as a species of special concern and an
indicator of the oldest old growth forests, is also found here.

While there are towering old growth cedars in these blocks, BCTS documents show that
over 90% of the forest is hemlock and balsam fir, some of the lowest timber value of all
species. They are worth more standing.

Glen Lake, Peachland

BC Timber Sales (BCTS) plans to log old growth in the Peachland Watershed and Glen
Lake areas. The proposed logging - three cut blocks totaling over 80 hectares and 4 km
of new roads — threatens drinking water quality and watershed health for 5,600

Peachland residents.

Given the well-documented impacts of climate change in the Okanagan — including
increasing drought, extreme heat, flooding, and wildfire risk — any further industrial
activity in this already stressed watershed presents serious risks and harm to the

environment and community.

The local group, Peachland Watershed Protection Alliance, has been leading on
advocacy around this area and has a website full of resources here.

BC Timber Sales (BCTS) cutblocks that overlap with old growth

Save What's Left is a grassroots organization that is focused on targeting BCTS around
the province. They have created a list of grassroots organizations opposing BCTS

logging around the province.

To view this document digitally, scan here:
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https://peachlandwpa.org/save-peachlands-watershed/
https://savewhatsleft.ca/around-the-province
https://savewhatsleft.ca/around-the-province
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